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the air attacks against Serbia as one
more example of the unchecked misuse
of American power.

I am told that our policy has only
strengthened the hard-liners in Russia.

I am disturbed by the photographs of
Russian Prime Minister Primakov cod-
dling President Milosevic. We have also
heard threatening statements by Presi-
dent Yeltsin and other Russian offi-
cials, opposing the NATO air strikes
and intimating that Russia might act
militarily to defend its interests in the
Balkans.

No one can deny the overriding im-
portance of our relations with Russia
and the need to find a way for Russia
to join with us in trying to resolve this
crisis. Perhaps that includes a major
role for Russian soldiers in any inter-
national security force in Kosovo.

But the fact remains that it would be
foolhardy for Russia to become mili-
tarily involved in Kosovo. The NATO
attacks against Milosevic are not in
any way directed at Russia. All of
NATO’s members are collectively
standing up against genocide in Eu-
rope. Russia’s long-term economic and
security interests are clearly better
served by joining with the United
States and Europe, rather than casting
its lot with the likes of Milosevic.

We must also reflect on the reaction
of the people of Serbia and Monte-
negro. For years our policy has failed
to account for the complexities of the
history of the Balkans, and we are pay-
ing a price for that today.

We have a tendency to oversimplify
and over-personalize our foreign policy,
to forget that in the past the Serbian
people have suffered, too. But while we
know that they also have been victim-
ized by President Milosevic, we cannot
excuse them for rallying to his defense
when all of Europe is united against ev-
erything he represents.

Mr. President, there has been a great
deal of talk, both pro and con, about
the deployment of American soldiers as
part of a NATO ground force, in
Kosovo.

As much as I hope that ground troops
are not necessary, I felt it was unwise
to rule them out because I believe it
only emboldened President Milosevic.

I also know of no one who thinks this
mission can be accomplished by air
power alone, and the administration
needs a more realistic strategy. We
need policy based on solid plans—not
policy based on polls.

Again, I think we should heed the ad-
vice of Senator MCCAIN. What are our
goals—NATO’s goals—today? In my
mind, it is to force Milosevic to agree
to a ceasefire, the withdrawal of his
forces from Kosovo, the safe return of
the refugees secured by an inter-
national force, and autonomy for
Kosovo.

If we can prove the experts wrong
and accomplish that with air power
alone, so much the better.

But if we cannot, if ground troops are
necessary to achieve our goals, we
must use them, and NATO should be

making preparations for the possibility
that they will be needed. The bulk of
those forces should come from Europe,
but as the leader of NATO we would
have a responsibility to contribute our
share.

To those who complain that Kosovo
is not worth the life of a single Amer-
ican soldier, I would say this: As Amer-
icans we cherish the life of every Amer-
ican soldier, and we give our armed
forces the best available training and
technology to defend themselves. Mili-
tary missions always involve danger.
In this mission, an enormous amount is
at stake for our country, for NATO, for
the people of Kosovo, and for human-
ity.

What is the alternative? To give in to
ethnic cleansing after taking a prin-
cipled stand against it? That would be
a terrible defeat for NATO, and for the
cause of international justice and secu-
rity. It would be a terrible precedent
for us to bequeath to the generations
that will follow us in the next century.

No one can predict how long this war
will last, or how it will end. Let us
hope that President Milosevic soon rec-
ognizes that he risks losing everything.

In the meantime, we owe our grati-
tude and our support to our soldiers,
and to the humanitarian relief organi-
zations that are providing emergency
food, shelter and medical assistance to
the refugees.

They have been heroic.
Mr. President, I am also concerned

about a disturbing report I received
this morning that United States forces
have used landmines against the Serbs.

I am told that these are anti-tank
mines, but they are mixed with anti-
personnel mines, which are prohibited
under an international treaty which
unfortunately the United States has
not signed.

However, every one of our NATO al-
lies except for Turkey is a party to
that treaty, and I wonder if they are
aware of this since our planes are using
airfields located in those countries.

In fact, at last count 135 nations had
signed the treaty, and 71 have ratified.
The United States should be among
them.

Nobody would argue that the United
States is bound by a treaty it has not
ratified. But it is very disappointing
that at the same time that the Admin-
istration is holding itself out as a lead-
er in the worldwide effort to ban land-
mines, it is using mines itself.

Mr. President, I have asked the Pen-
tagon to confirm whether or not this
report is true. I hope it is not.

But if it is true, it is only a matter of
time before innocent people are
maimed or killed by these weapons.

It sends the wrong message to the
rest of the world. And frankly, while I
support the Administration’s use of
force against Milosevic I do not know
anyone who believes we need landmines
to achieve our goals. It is unnecessary,
it is wrong, and it will only further
erode the Administration’s credibility
on an issue that cries out for the
United States to set the example.

Mr. President, I am hoping this re-
port is not true. But we will find out
because if it is, we should stop using
them. It is a disturbing thing that we
would be so different from the rest of
our allies.

f

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Senator
SPECTER, who will be coming back
here—I promised him I would do this
for him—be allowed to speak for up to
15 minutes in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BAYH addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana is recognized.
Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I, first,

want to express my great respect for
my colleague from Vermont, a man
with whom I not only have the pleas-
ure of serving, but he served with my
father. The respect the Bayh family
has for the Senator goes from genera-
tion to generation. It is a privilege to
be on the floor with the Senator from
Vermont.

f

COMMENDING PURDUE UNIVER-
SITY WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I send a
resolution to the desk and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 76) commending the

Purdue University women’s basketball team
on winning the 1999 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association women’s basketball cham-
pionship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak not only on my own be-
half but on behalf of my senior col-
league, DICK LUGAR, who, unfortu-
nately, could not be with us at the last
moment. I know he will be submitting
his own remarks on behalf of the Lady
Boilermakers and their outstanding
victory in the NCAA women’s basket-
ball tournament this year. I know the
rules prohibit me from pointing any-
body out in the galleries, but I want to
say how much I appreciate the pres-
ence of several constituents today; in
particular, the mayor of West Lafay-
ette, IN, several officials representing
Purdue University, and several of our
distinguished citizens from Lafayette,
Tippecanoe County, and elsewhere
across our State.

Mr. President, basketball is perhaps
synonymous with the State of Indiana,
not only because we love to play the
game, not only because we believe in
physical fitness, but because of the
character, the determination, and the
other fine attributes associated with
that sport that are necessary for suc-
cess in it.
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